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Since the year of 2000, cancer has been the first leading cause of
death in Thailand.  The effective strategies to prevent and control cancer
in urgently needed.

The monograph “Cancer in Thailand Vol. III”, containing data on
incidence and distribution of different cancers is essential for running the
National Cancer Control programme in Thailand and predicting benefits
to the people of the kingdom of Thailand.

Contributions are from research institutes, universities and hospitals
in Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Lampang, Khon Kaen, and Songkhla in Thai-
land, as well as from The International Agency for Research on Cancer,
Lyon, France.  This project was supported by the Cancer Research Foun-
dation of the National Cancer Institute.
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Director General, Department of Medical Services
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The cancer picture for Thailand, hear presented as Cancer in Thai-
land 1995-2000 volume III, is published later than desired and planned.
The cancer registry of the National Cancer Institute has some difficulties
of registration due to insufficient resources and late reporting from the
cancer centers and hospitals.  The cancer registry has received electronic
files from all cancer centers in Thailand.  Although these file contain some
errors, they have provided sources of data resulting in identification a
considerable number of previously unknown cancer cases from the pre-
ceding years.  The cancer statistic has thus been corrected.  The corrected
numbers from 1995 to 2000 are now reliable.

I would like to thank all our collaborators for their help in providing
data presented in this volume.  I would like to express my gratitude to the
devoted staffs of cancer registry in all cancer centers for the immense
amount of work that has been done in preparation of the statistics and
graphics for this volume.

I hope the data in this volume will be useful for those interested in
cancer and cancer research as well for those who involve in the planning
policies for combat cancer in Thailand.

(Thiravud  Khuhaprema, M.D., F.I.C.S.)
Director, National Cancer Institute,

Bangkok, Thailand
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This report has been made possible by the collaboration of numer-

ous persons within the National Cancer Institute and within all Cancer
Centers across Thailand.  Thanks must first go to each of these centers,
notifying hospitals and pathology laboratories for the regular and com-
pleteness of their contributions.  I also wish to thank H. Sriplung, N. Mar-
tin, D. M. Parkin and International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC)
for their continued and valuable assistance.

The registry could not function effectively without the funding of
the Cancer Foundation Fund for National Cancer Institute, and the sup-
port by the Ministry of Public Health.  Their sustained support is grate-
fully acknowledged.

Finally, the registry staffs, consultants and volunteers are to be praised
for their diligence and enthusiasm in the performance of their duties in
processing the data upon which this volume is based on.

(Thiravud  Khuhaprema, M.D., F.I.C.S)
Director, National Cancer Institute,

Bangkok, Thailand
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