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Compared with other parts of
the world, Thailand is among the
low incident countries for thyroid
cancer. The estimated incidence
rate of thyroid cancer in Thailand
is 1.1 per 100 000 population in
males and 3.6 in females. The
highest incidence of thyroid can-
cer is observed in the South
(Songkhla) in both sexes (Figure
2.16.1). The age-specific incidence
rates reach a plateau at early adult-
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hood (Figure 2.16.2). There are
two major types of thyroid cancer,
papillary and follicular carcinoma
(Figure 2.16.3).

In this period, papillary car-
cinoma exceeds follicular carci-
noma in all registries. The ratio of
papillary to follicular carcinoma
varies from 1.6:1 in Lampang to
3.2:1 in Bangkok. It is approxi-
mately 2.3:1 in other registries. The
ratio is different from that reported

Figure 2.16.1 Thyroid cancer in different regions, 1995-1997
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Figure 2.16.2 Age-specific incidence rates of thyroid cancer, 1995-1997
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in the period of 1988-1991 and
1992-1994 in the Northern and
Northeastern regions where folli-
cular carcinoma was previously
predominant. In Khon Kaen, for
example, it was 1:1.4 to 1:1.7 and
1:1.3 in the periods 1988-1991 and
1992-1994, respectively.

There was a slightly increas-
ing trend in incidence rates of thy-
roid cancer during the past decade
(Figure 2.16.4).



Thyroid Hutchu Sriplung

Figure 2.16.3 Histological type of thyroid cancer

Male

Chiang Mai

Lampang
Khon Kaen |

Bangkok

Songkhla |
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
[ Follicular carcinoma [ Papillary carcinoma [] Other and unspecified

Female

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

[ Foliicular carcinoma [ Papillary carcinoma [_] Other and unspecified

p- 61-0



Hutcha Sripluhg Thyroid

Figure 2.16.4 Trend in incidence of thyroid cancer
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