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GEOGRAPHY
AND POPULATION

Chiang Mai is one of the 19
provinces of the northern region of
Thailand, situated in the upper part
of the region about 310 meters
above sea level at latitude 16°-18°
N and longitude 99° E. To the north
of Chiang Mai are Myanmar and
Chiang Rai province, Lampang
province is to the east, Lamphun
to the south, and Mae Hong Son to
the west.

The land area is 20 107 square
kilometers. Chiang Mai province
is divided into 22 districts and 2
subdistricts. Chiang Mai adminis-
tration consists of one municipal
and 8 sanitary districts. The popu-
lation of Chiang Mai is 1.5 million,
with 12.2% living in municipal
area. The population density is 79
persons per square kilometer. The
highest population density is in
Muang district (1 541 per km?),
followed by Saraphi, San Patong,
San Kamphaeng, and San Sai. The
lowest is in Mae Chaem district
(19.1 per km?).

The population is mainly

p. 89-A1
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Thai, and the other ethnics are
Chinese, Laotian, Burmese, and
hill-tribes.

The most important occupa-
tions are farming of rice, peanuts,
sugar beans, longans, lynchees,
strawberries and tobacco. Weaving,
wood-carving and handicrafts are
the main industries. An important
feature of the lifestyle of males and
females in old generations is smok-
ing of home produced cigars and
cigarettes. People start this behav-
iour since they were young.

REGISTRY PROCEDURES

Hospital based registry was
established since 1963 by Prof.
Okas Blangura, head of the Depart-
ment of Surgery. The first popula-
tion based cancer registration in
Thailand was established in Chiang
Mai province in 1986 and the first
report was published in 1989 (Mar-
tin et al., 1989). The data of can-
cer patients are collected from uni-
versity hospital, provincial hospi-
tals, community hospitals, pathol-
ogy laboratories, medical clinics,
and death certificates.
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Figure 1 Population pyramid, Chiang Mai, 1996
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Figure 2 Leading cancers in Chiang Mai, 1995-1997
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Figure 3 Population pyramid, Chiang Mai, 1999
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Figure 4 Leading cancers in Chiang Mai, 1998-2000
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