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THAILAND
(ESTIMATED)

Hutcha  Sriplung, M.D.

APPENDIX

F
GEOGRAPHY
AND POPULATION

Thailand is located in South-
east Asia between latitudes 5˚ 37’

N and 20˚ 27’ N, and between lon-
gitudes 97˚ 22’ E and 105˚ 37’ E.
Stretching about 1 600 kilometers
from north to south, it is bounded
in the nort by Myanmar and the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, in
the east by Lao People’s Demo-
cratic Republic and Cambodia, and
in the south by Malaysia.  The
sounthern part is a long peninsular
strip between the Indian Ocean to
the east.  The total area is 513 155
squared kilometers.  The climate of
the country as a whole is dominated
by monsoons.  There are three sea-
sons: summer, rainy, and winter.
Thailand is divided into 76 prov-
inces, within four geographical re-
gions: the Northern, Northeastern,
Central, and Southern.  The popu-

lation distribution by age group and
sex is shown in Figure 1.

STATISTICAL METHODS

The data from the two North-
ern cancer registries of Chiang Mai
and Lampang were first pooled by
adding together the cases and the
person-years at risk from the two
registries.  Then the age (five-year
age groups) and sex specific rates
for Chiang Mai plus Lampang
(Northern), Khon Kaen (Northeast-
ern), Bangkok (Central), and
Songkhla (Southern) were applied
to the populations of the represen-
tative regions in 1996.

The sum of these provided the
estimated total by sex, site, and age
group for the country as a whole
and the corresponding incidence
rates were calculted using the 1996
population of Thailand.
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Figure 1 Population pyramid, Thailand, 1996
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Figure 2 Leading cancers in Thailand (estimated), 1996
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