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GEOGRAPHY
AND POPULATION

Songkhla is one of the 14
provinces of the Southern Region
of Thailand, situated at latitude 6°N
and longitude 100°E, and covering
an area of about 7 394 square kilo-
meters. The population is about 1.2
million. The province borders on
Malaysia to the south, Nakorn Si
Thammarat and Patthalung prov-
inces to the north, Satun to the west,
and the Gulf of Thailand to the east.
Songkhla has only two seasons; a
rainy season lasting from October
to January and summer lasting
from February to September. Rub-
ber planting, fishing and shrimp
farming are the main occupations.
Songkhla is divided into 15 sani-
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tary districts.

REGISTRY PROCEDURES

The Cancer Registry of
Songkhla was set up in the Faculty
of Medicine, Prince of Songkla
University in 1990. The first sta-
tistical report of the registry ap-
peared in 1991. The sources of data
are from the Songklanagarind hos-
pital, Hat Yai hospital (both of
which have hospital cancer regis-
tries), Songkhla hospital, all com-
munity hospitals, one dental hos-
pital and private hospitals. The data
were abstracted onto the registry
forms, checked for duplication,
verified, coded, and keyed into
CanReg programme.
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Figure 1 Population pyramid, Songkhla, 1996
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Figure 2 Leading cancers in Songkhla, 1995-1997
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Table 1 Percentage of histologically verified and death certificate only cases, Songkhla 1995-1997

Male Female
Cases %HV %DCO Cases %HV %DCO
Oral cavity 118 96.6 0.9 53 96.2 0.0
Nasopharynx 38 100.0 0.0 21 95.2 0.0
Other pharynx 69 94.2 0.0 7 100.0 0.0
Oesophagus 74 89.2 0.0 34 79.4 5.9
Stomach 28 96.4 0.0 24 87.5 0.0
Colon 56 78.6 8.9 39 82.1 0.0
Rectum 52 90.4 0.0 33 97.0 0.0
Liver 88 50.0 12.5 23 52.2 8.7
Gallbladder etc. 13 84.6 0.0 17 76.5 0.0
Pancreas 18 44.4 0.0 16 62.5 0.0
Larynx 50 94.0 0.0 5 80.0 0.0
Bronchus, lung 192 70.8 6.8 78 68.0 3.9
Bone 5 80.0 0.0 2 100.0 0.0
Melanoma of skin 4 100.0 0.0 4 100.0 0.0
Other skin 54 100.0 0.0 66 98.5 0.0
Female breast 0 0.0 0.0 210 94.3 0.0
Cervix uteri 0 0.0 0.0 279 93.9 1.1
Corpus uteri 0 0.0 0.0 32 87.5 6.3
Ovary, etc. 0 0.0 0.0 79 94.9 0.0
Prostate 43 86.1 0.0 0 0.0 0.0
Testis 4 75.0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0
Penis, other male genital 27 77.8 0.0 0 0.0 0.0
Bladder 51 86.3 0.0 12 83.3 0.0
Kidney, etc. 16 93.8 0.0 4 100.0 0.0
Brain, nervous system 28 57.1 71 35 48.6 17.1
Thyroid 29 96.6 0.0 92 96.7 0.0
Lymphoma 82 97.6 0.0 57 98.3 0.0
Leukaemia 50 76.0 4.0 50 78.0 0.0
All sites 1355 80.1 7.2 1383 85.7 3.0
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Figure 3 Population pyramid, Songkhla, 1999
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58 224 10-14 56 110
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. T T T T 1
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Figure 4 Leading cancers in Songkhla, 1998-2000
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Table 6 Percentage of histologically verified and death certificate only cases, Songkhla 1998-2000

Male Female
Cases %HV %DCO Cases %HV %DCO
Oral cavity 149 96.0 0.0 52 90.4 0.0
Nasopharynx 44 97.7 0.0 17 100.0 0.0
Other pharynx 67 97.0 0.0 13 92.3 0.0
Oesophagus 120 90.0 0.8 29 86.2 0.0
Stomach 43 95.4 23 17 100.0 0.0
Colon 86 93.0 0.0 69 82.6 1.5
Rectum 72 93.1 0.0 59 93.2 0.0
Liver 111 40.5 0.9 25 32.0 0.0
Gallbladder etc. 11 54.6 0.0 22 90.9 0.0
Pancreas 22 59.1 0.0 8 75.0 0.0
Larynx 61 95.1 0.0 8 75.0 0.0
Bronchus, lung 209 79.0 1.4 86 74.4 0.0
Bone 8 87.5 0.0 8 87.5 0.0
Melanoma of skin 7 100.0 0.0 5 100.0 0.0
Other skin 77 98.7 0.0 66 100.0 0.0
Female breast 0 0.0 0.0 303 924 0.0
Cervix uteri 0 0.0 0.0 375 94.9 0.0
Corpus uteri 0 0.0 0.0 56 98.2 0.0
Ovary, etc. 0 0.0 0.0 108 94.4 0.0
Prostate 66 97.0 1.5 0 0.0 0.0
Testis 5 100.0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0
Penis, other male genital 31 90.3 0.0 0 0.0 0.0
Bladder 71 87.3 0.0 15 86.7 0.0
Kidney, etc. 14 92.9 0.0 10 80.0 0.0
Brain, nervous system 22 54 0.0 22 68.2 4.6
Thyroid 22 95.5 0.0 114 97.4 0.0
Lymphoma 96 99.0 0.0 77 98.7 0.0
Leukaemia 58 741 1.7 75 60.0 0.0
All sites 1637 81.7 1.8 1782 87.2 0.7
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